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The Virtues of
Mama Mary
Mary Connor

JMJ

“If the agapic love of God or grace is
omnipresent, if everything is loved or
engraced… grace may go unnoticed”
Michael J. Himes

Mary in Art
Pointing to Jesus

Corby Eisbacher Jump for Joy・The Polish Madonna (Mary’s Wash Day)・Virgin of the Lilies, Bouguereau, 1899・William Adolphe Bouguereau Pieta

Finding Mary’s Virtues in Family Life

William Adolphe Bouguereau Pieta.

Mary Cassatt, Mother and Child, 20th c.

The Motif of Flowers
“Our highest assurance of the

goodness of
Providence seems to me to rest in the
ﬂowers.
All other things, our powers, our desires, our
food, are all really necessary for our existence in
the ﬁrst instance. But this rose is an extra. Its
smell and its color are an embellishment of life,
not a condition of it.

It is only goodness which gives extras,
and so I say again that

we have much to hope from ﬂowers."
-Arthur Conan Doyle, The Naval Treaty

Profound
Humility
●
●

Seeing yourself the way
God sees you
Violets: Mary as a “violet
of humility” -St. Bernard

“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices
in God my Savior. For he has looked upon his handmaid’s
lowliness; behold, from now on all ages will call me blessed”
Luke 1: 46-48

●
●

Ardent
Charity

Loving others with the
love of Jesus
Brambles/Blackberries:
the burning bush, aﬂame
with love of Christ

“for God loves a cheerful giver”
2 Corinthians 9:7

Divine
Wisdom
●
●

Turning to God in all
things
Sunﬂowers: turned
toward the sun for light
and nourishment

“I am the mother of fair love, and of fear, and
of knowledge, and of holy hope. In me is all
grace of the way and of the truth, in me is all
hope of life and of virtue”
Sirach 24: 24-25

●
●

Continual
Prayer

Receptivity, acceptance,
and fulﬁllment of God’s
holy will in each moment
Forget-me-nots:
remembrance of one’s
Beloved

“But Mary treasured up all these
things, pondering them in her heart”
Luke 2: 19

Heroic
Patience
●
●

Endure suffering without
sadness or resentment
Asters: a symbol of
patience

“Love is patient; love is kind”
1 Corinthians 13:4

Surpassing
Purity
●
●

Seeking God above all
else
Lily: purity and chastity

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God”
Matthew 5:8

Process

Lively Faith
●
●
●

Joyful expectation for
and trust in God’s will
Receptivity to the gift of
faith
Cherry blossoms:
expectation of divine
sweetness

“Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord…
may your word to me be fulﬁlled”
Luke 1: 38

Angelic
Sweetness
●
●

Kindness, joy, peace in all
encounters
Cherries: divine love the
and sweetness of the
virtuous life

“You will remember me as sweeter than honey,
better to have than the honeycomb”
Sirach 24: 20

Process

Blind
Obedience
●

●

Obeying the
commandments and
teachings of the Church,
trusting they are the way
to the fullness of life
Physostegia: Obedience
Plant

“Do whatever He tells you”
John 2:5

Universal
Mortiﬁcation
●
●
●

Preferring God’s love to
all other loves
Loving the Giver of gifts
more than the gifts
themselves
Hyssop: used during the
cruciﬁxion; united to the
Cross

“But we also glory in our sufferings, because we
know that suffering produces perseverance;
perseverance, character; and character, hope”
Romans 5: 3-4

Thank you!

Please head over to Fitz Hall, Radial Gallery to see these
artworks in the Horvath Art Exhibition!
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Corby Eisbacher Jump for Joy
Diego Velázquez The Coronation of the Virgin
Mary Cassatt, Mother and Child, 20th c.

The Polish Madonna (Mary’s Wash Day)
Virgin of the Lilies, Bouguereau, 1899
William Adolphe Bouguereau Pieta
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